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By Dr. M-GRIPES, late Student undet 


O PHB 


Very Worthy, very Gentle, and Learned 


Sons of Ascurtaeivus. 


Moſt honoured young Gentlemen, 


S nothing but Decay of 
Learning, Piety, and 
wild Precept prevails in the 
Practice of Phyſic at this 
Time, and we ſee barba- 
rous, ignorant Sophiſters dai- 
ly aſcending the Seats of Emi- 
nence, I herein offer ou Ad- 
vice, purchaſed at the Ex- 
A 2 pence 
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pence of Long: ſuffering and 
* Starving in the 
regular Road of Phyſic, which 
comfortable Situation I at 
preſent exiſt in: Let me 
therefore admontſh you to 
fly thoſe deluſive, worn-out 
Road ſtiled Regularity ; they 
are the Foot-paths of the 
indolent, lazy, and nourifh- 
ed by the Idle and Careleſs, 
who ſeek not the Healths 
of Mankind, but filthy Lu- 
cre. Search with reſtleſs Zeal 
to improve the Art; preſs 
each Drug and Simple; for- 
bear not the fiery Torture on 
each wubtile Mineral prowl- 
ed from the Earth's fertile 
Womb; 
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Womb; the crawling Reptile 


and obſcureIchneumon, each 
have their Virtue and ſpeci- 
fic Powers, ſeek them out, 
and bluſh not at others jea- 
lous Envy, but publiſh your 
Diſcoveries of their wondrous 
Effects, and ſhew Mankind 
the ſtrait Road to Health. 
Give me Permiſſion to hope 
your favourable Acceptance 
of this ſhort Reply to that 
unſhaven, ill- favoured Au- 
thor of The Letter to Dr. 
WEssELs, and by ſuch Kind- 
neſs you will glue me to your 
Intereſt, and my Brain ſhall 
ever be devoted to your 


Commands and everlaſting 
| Pro- 
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Proſperity, hoping from my 
Advice ye will be enabled, 
hereafter to buy Food, and 
get into Fleſh, which is the 
predominant and ultimate 


Wiſh of, 


Dear Friends and Students, 


Your moſt indefatigable 


Searcher of Noſtrums, 


Tipperary, in the 7th Month 
of the Summer olſtice. 


PETER M Garipgs, 


; 
F 
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AN 


ANSWER 


TU HAT 


Heterogeneous Letter, Qc. 


Mr. LETTER WRITER, 


DID not think of ever filthifying my 
Pen by anſwering your paltry Perform- 
ance; but the Cauſe of Juſtice ever will 
be a ſufficient Motive for me to engage 
even the moſt peſtiferous Foe. My worthy 
and honeſt Friend and Preceptor Dr. WxssELs, 
(to whom I am indebted for thoſe ſublime 
Precepts acquired under him in the Medical 


Art) ſhall never want a Champion in his Ser- 


vice, while Gratuity is eſteemed commenda- 


ble; and though my Sentiments may fall ſhort 


(8) 
of that Dignity due to his Merits, my Will 
is ſtill the fame. Good Sir, what but ſtarving 
Neceſſity could induce you to ſubjoin that ſo- 
poriferous Letter to enforce the Sale of your 
elaborate Piece, The unborn Babes Petition? 

Could not that ſcabby Performance catch 
the Pence of the Public without a Sacrifice 
of private, inoffenſive Character? Surely Wit 
is either at a low Ebb, or the Compoſition ſa 
egregiouſly dull, that nothing leſs than Scan- 
dal could cram it down. Scandal, we know, 
is the moſt ſaleable in theſe Times; yet hope 
they are not quite ſo degenerate, as to 6bli- 
terate all thoſe formerly eſteemed Graces of 
Education, Manners, Reputation, &c, Sure 
there are Friends to Virtue ſtill exiſting! Has 
Dr. WesszLs loſt all his Learning, Skill, and 
Merit as a Phyſician, for publiſhing to the 
World a ſeaſonable Relief for Diforders'inWo- 
men, which his Brethren of the Faculty are ſo 
notoriouſly deficient in? Are thoſe unhappy Per- 
ſons to periſh, becauſe of the formal Sentence 
pronounced by well-perriwig'd Ignorance, in 
what is called the Regular Way, rather than 
embrace the Means of Recovery, in what they 
call Irregular ? Let us balance the mighty Dif- 
ference between thoſe lofty Regulars and my 
injured Friend Dr. Wrsszis, who, it is well 
known, received his firſt Rudiments'in Phyſic 
| at 
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at the l Univerſity at Leyden, finiſhed his Studies 


under that moſt celebrated Mirror 6f his Time 


BorRHAAVE and the great Profeſſor. of Ana- 
tomy Ryrscn, and alter diſtinguiſhing him- 
ſelf as a Man of Learning and Abilities in 
Phyſic, was invited over to reſide i in England, 
ſince which he has been allowed (by even the 
moſt Enyious) to be a Scholar, a judicious 
Phyſician, and an excellent Mathematician 


Proofs of which he has given, not only in im- 


proving many Engiiſb Phyſicians in the Science, 
but in a ſhort Space of Time teaching the 
Phyſical Art to thoſe of moderate Talents, 
who. afterwards became the greateſt Orna- 
ments of the Profeſſion, and by the Caledonian 
and Flemiſh Univerſities, as well as our Royal 
College of Phyſicians in London, have ſince 
been invited into their Communities, and re- 
ceived ſuch Privileges, as their Skill, Learn- 
ing, and Abilities only could have entitled or 
procured them, when the ſevereſt and moſt 
critical Examinations in Public could not find 
Pretence for rejecting them. Is this then 
the Man the Object of your Ridicule ? 
His Talents to be thus vilely butchered for 
the Sale of a wretched Three- penny Grub- 
Atreet Pamphlet? Are ye fo irretrievably loſt 
to all Senſations of Hbnour and Juſtice, as 


not to lament and grieve for what you have 
B 2 done 
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done in attempting to diſhonour a Man, who 
in the higheſt Degree deſerves the Thanks of 
the Public in general and the Faculty in par- 
ticular ? Now for once be honeſt, though it 
is not your Cuſtom to be ſo, and let us ſee 
wherein the Merits exceed in thoſe Regulars, 
dignified for never finding out any Noſtrum 
or Improvement whatever; I will grant you, 
to ſave Time, all you can pretend from their 
Univerſity Education, even paſling the Forms 
in the College, what have you to ſay more ? 
The Doctor is equipped with cloudy curling 
Wig, full-trimmed fable Suit, Cane, &c. and 
perhaps (if a courageous Adventurer) a Cha- 
riot too, which he drives ready to crack the 
Pavement at the firſt Out-ſet ; the thin- ſprin- 
kling languid Fees uſually flacken the Vigour 
of his Cattle in a ſhort Time; his idle, long Vi- 
fits at Batſon's, Child's, the Bedford, Smyrna, c. 
Sc. Sc. c. Sc. Sc. loudly proclaim him both 
an idle and uſeleſs Member of the Common- 


wealth ; and it might ſeem better for his own, 
and the poor Coachmaker's ſake, that he ap- 
plied thoſe murdered Hours (if he has Genius 
or Abilities) to inſtructing others in Latin, or 
finding out Specifics and Improvements in the 
Syſtems of his Calling, retrenching thereby 
his ſuperfluous, nonſenſical Flaſhes of Ex- 


pence, by which he may be afterwards juſtly 
intitled 


| 


! 
intitled to that profound Reſpect and Notice 
from the Public, he would aſſume from thoſe 
ſuperficial and contemptible Fineſſes; other- 
wiſe it is a common Caſe for the Doctor to 
find the Chariot diſagree with his Health, he 
does not ſleep well, is adviſed to walk more, 
and at laſt obliged to lay it down, leſt 
he ſhould get in a BAD Way. Theſe 
Conſequences are but too frequent and ob- 


vious. If we ſcrutinize farther into the in- 


trinſic Merits of thoſe grave Saws who have 
doubled the Point, and are gliding down the 
Stream of Proſperity, how little, how very 
deficient is their Skill in combating the com- 
mon Diſeaſes of the human Frame, how tri- 
_ vial their Attempts to parry off the Blow of 
Deſtruction, what but a Confidence (impoſed 
through their awful Countenances and vain 
Trappings to catch the Vulgar) could inforce 
Credvlity and implicit Dependance on their 
preſumptuous Skill? Would they ſtrip off 
thoſe Robes of Ignorance, and take Reflec- 
tion's cooling Purge, they could not deny 
their Nakedneſs. If we conſider the import- 
ant Geſtures, conſummate Pride and Arro- 
gance, with all the Train of Self-ſufficiency, 
can any one bleſt with Perſpicuity behold ſuch 
fanatic Triflers, but with Diſdain ? Is it ne- 
ceſſary for a Phyſician to ſtrut, vaunt, and, 

from 
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from an Air of omnipotent Wiſdom, ſuperel⸗ 
houſly look above the reſt of Mankind 1. 
thoſe that give him Bread ? Is the, Man ol 
Modeſty, Plainneſs, and Sincerity of Heart, 
to be deemed ignorant, illiterate, and leſs lig- 
nificant in his Calling ? Does his walking on 
Foot invalidate his Skill leſs than if be flaſhed 
in a Chariot? It is true, thoſe c72ging Jour- 
meymen of Death the Bladder Squeezers pay. 
him leſs Reſpect, but the conſiderate Part of 
Mankind will eſteem him more. In ſhort, 
Sir, Phyſic now ſeems to be in a State of 
racing and ſcampering, and he is a fortunate 
Jockey, and muſt whip hard, who ſaves his 
Diſtance; Mankind has been fo long regu- 
larly rid, that it appears, from the many 
gloomy, hungry Countenances in the Fa- 
culty, that the Noſtrum Mongers have almoſt 
drove them out of the Field; and it is more 
than probable: that many will incline rather 
to join them, than ſtarve by their Reguls- 


rity. 


To give you only one ſingle Inſtance : Do 
we not well remember a Doctor, now the 
moſt famous for curing Fevers, whoſe Learn- 
ing, Ec. is exemplified by his voluminous . 
and ingenious Publications, yet could not get 


a decent Livelihood i in that ſo- much eſteemed 
regular 
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regiilar Road of Practice, till he publiſhed 
his Siccelſes Wrought by his wonderful Spe- 
cific : How inſtantaneouſiy did the Hydra 
raiſe his ſpeckled Creſt agalniſt the new Diſ- 
covery; how did thoſe Lords of Phyſic ſpurn 
at, deſpiſe, and condemn the afote- mentioned 
Fever Doctor, and refuſed conſulting with 
him on all Occaſions ! But, alas, how the 
Times are changed! now they bow low, and 
are rather fearful of his refuſing them in his 
Turn, Have there not always been Profeſ- 
ſors of Noſtrums? e. gr. Sir Hans Sroant's 
Opbihalinic, Jonxix' s Lizivium, Dar ry Elixir, 
HeLyzTivs's Styptic, and fifty more, who 
were Phyſicians of the greateſt Eminence; 
nay many who have ſet forth Arcanums for 
the particular Diſorder we are contending for; 
that to prevent Miſcatriages, ſee Dr. Quix- 
cy's New Diſpen/atory, p. 587. Abortion to pre- 
vent; Dr. Bar Es, Phyſician to K. CHARLES 
II. mentions Bal. froe Spirit. Embryon. which 
plainly appears is not (as you fay) made of 
Embries; likewiſe ALLEN. Synopfis Tabelle 
Embryonum. Riverivs, Doctor to the King 
of France, ad Mortum precavendum; ETTMUL- 
xx, ad Abortum precuvendum; FaRraco and 
HamiLtor, ' contra Abortilin, and many more 


n to mention. 
5 Tu ERE» 
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THEREFORE it is evident, others as great 
as Mr. Letter Writer have thought Abortion 
is to be prevented by a timely and proper 
Treatment. But why cannot Doctors be con- 


tented with the Slaughter of their Patients 


without cutting one another's Throats; it is 
almoſt Suicide, when politically conſidered, 


we ſhould rather ſtrive to hide than expoſe 


our Weakneſſes, which the World already ſees 


too much of. Does not every Phyſician with- 


out Remorſe quietly take his Fee, when called 
in to prevent a Miſcarriage, and do not they 
preſcribe with that Intention, if they -can ? 
Then why may not Dr. WesstLs. (who has 
made this Diſorder his particular Study for 
above forty Years) be ſuppoſed to have ex- 
celled the common Preſcriptions in this Diſ- 
eaſe? and why ſhould not he reap the Benefit 


; of his Labours? This does not at the ſame 


time countenance every illiterate Mechanic to 
be encouraged for unheedingly making free 
with the Lives of People, who are weak 
enough to be impoſed upon by their pretend- 
ed, infallible Noſtrums, of which this King- 
dom at preſent ſwarms, to the Scandal of 
the Medical Art, and Reproach of thoſe 
whoſe Province it is to detect ſuch, Theſe 
ſhould be the proper Objects to ſuppreſs, not 

new 
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new Diſcoveries from the learned of their own 
Body; for it this ſhould be authorized, what 
are Mankind to hope in future Times ? Would 
it not be more eligible to make the curative 
Part your Study, than the lucrative ? What is 
more abſurd than the modern Conſultations? 
How very ſeldom Good ariſes to the Sick 
from it, let us, for Example, take notice of 
a modern Conſultation I was lately a Spectator 
of, which, through Curioſity, I immediately 
minuted down. You may ſuppoſe four Doc- 
tors and an Apothecary in a Farlour, juſt de- 
ſcended from the ſick Room, after Pulſe-feel- 
ing, Queſtioning, Nodding, * Pot- 


peeping, c. 


Preſent Doctors Buupstr, Poky, Carr's- 
HEAD, and SOLEMN, and Mr. SNivEL the 


Apothecary, 


BLvBBER, 
Well, Sar, what think you of the Caſe ? 
Pokv. 
Whoy, whoy, I dunno, I dunno. 
CALF'S-HEAD. 
She ſeems to be very bad. 
SOLEMN, 


*T'is a Loſt Caſe, 
C SNIVEL, 
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|  SNIVEL, 


Suppoſe, Sir, bs Poxy] we give the pul. 
vis e kelis? 


Oy, Oy. | 
SNIVEL. 


And by way of Julep the Aqua pura cum 
ſacchar. alb. lympas duas ? 
SOLEMN, 
It ow t ſignify what; it is a Loſt Caſe, 
BLUBBER. 
Have you heard Boscawen is arrived? 
| OmMNes, 


"oy 


Is he? is he? | 
Wo BLUBBER. | 
I faw a Letter to a Member of Parliament 
that was read To-day after Dinner at the Mi- 
tre, that ſays BROoDERICE has fell in with the 
Breſt Fleet, and were engaged when the Let- 
ter came away, 
SNIVEL, 
Pray, how many oe of the Line has 
BRODERICK ? 
Pok v. 
What's that about BoscAwEx? 
BLUBBER. 
| You was aſleep, Doctor: I was mentioning 
@ Letter we had at the Society To- day. 


Enter 


Enter the ſick Lady's Huſband. 
Huss Amp. 
Gentlemen, I Rope you don't apprehend 
Ng _ 
SOLEMN, 
Wy, Sir, we cannot ſay—we cannot ſay; 


| mc ſhall ſee more To-morrow. 


 HusBanD. 

Gentlemen, I beg you'll let nothing be 

wanting; ſhe is a valuable Woman, 
BLUBBER, | 

Good Sar, there is no ſaying till we ſee the 
Effects of To-morrow ; we hope the Medi- 
cines we ſhall order will relieve her, 

HusBAnD. 

1 have been ſtrongly adviſed to give her 
Dr. WzsstLs Drops, which I ſhould not in- 
cline to, were he not a regular Phyſician :—I 
hope no Affront to you, Gentlemen. 

—_ .- i 
Then you'll drop her out of the World. 
HusBAND, 
Heaven forbid, Sir! 


Enter Mrs. Nurſe. 
NuksE [to the Huſband]. 2 
Pray, Sir, did you mention the Nu. to 


DDA 
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SOLEMN, 
Woman, go out of the Room. 

NuRsE. 
I hope, Gentlemen, I may ſpake without 
| Defence; but indeed, and upon my Karracter, 
they cured Mrs. SyinDLE and Mrs. Love-1T, 
after they were both given over by ſeveral great 
1 Doctors; and indecd, good Gentlemen, I took 
5 em myſelf, and went my Time out with my 
| Boy Charly, and he is a fine Boy too : Dr. 
| KruLy is my Doctor; he had a good golden 
| Guinea of me: He, is a fine Man, he gives 
| his Vice gracicus at the Kimiſters. I hope my 
ſpeaking the Truth don't di nnu any of you, 
good Gentlemen; for poor Folks may ſpake 
the Truth. 


HusBanD, 
N urſe, withdraw. 
NuRsE. 

A hope, Sir, you let her have the e Drops! ? 

Exit. 
ö 3 

1 Gentlemen, I hope you'll excuſe that filly 

Woman; ſhe means well. I will leave you ta 

conſider the beſt for my Wife. [Exit. 

. | 
Blood and *Ounds, that Bitch will never 


| | reſt till ſne brings in her damn'd Drops: 1 
| * — on 
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have been dropt out of ſeveral Patients by 
ſuch Bitches. 
CALF'S-HEAD, 

Come, Gentlemen, let us ſign the Preſcrip- 
tion; I am to dine To-day with Dr. Gz ayPLEe- 
EE: Will To-morrow Two o Clock ſuit you 
to meet here again? [Omnes] Yes, yes, Mr. 
SNIVEL, pray ring the Bell. 

Enter Huſband, 
BLUBBER. 

Sar, we have conſidered the Caſe, and hope 
to find Madam better To-morrow; we ſhall 
be here at Two: Mr. SxvivEl will call in the 
Evening, and give us an Account if any ma- 
terial Alteration happens. Sar, your Sarvant, 
your Sarvant, your Sarvant, your Sarvant. 

[ Omnes exeunt, bowing and taking Fees. 
SNIVEL ſolus. 

Four Guineas for Fees, and not five Shil- 
lings Phyſic for poor Sxniver ! Damn theſe 
Fellows, I will recommend Dr. CRAMWELL; 
he always fills his Paper. Oh Phyſic! how 
art thou forſaken ! no more I ſee thoſe happy 
Times, when Phyfic ran impetuous down the 
willing Throats of fearful Patients; and anti- 
guated Maidens, vapour'd with Virginity, fan- 
cy'd Ills they never felt: With greedy Gawp 
the Pill, the Bolus, and refreſhing Gliſter 

took 
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took their daily Courſe, bleſſing the Chriſtmas 
Bill with oft- repeated Folios. —Rarely do * 
now find a willing Gullet 
Enter Huſband abrupth. 
_ HusBanD. | 

Well, Mr. Swxiveri, what do the Doctors 

think of my Wite ? 
SNIVEL, 

We ſuppoſe, Sir, there is a kind of Diſ- 
craſy in the Blood, which contaminating the 
Juices, cauſes a Viſcidity for want of Extra- 
vaſation, and regurgitates upon the membra- 
nous and cellular Parts, as it were, Sir, by 
Deglutition, and obſtructs the perſpiral Or- 
gans adapted to their Relief, bringing on a 
Cacochymia, which, if not ſpeedily removed, 
may occaſion a Maraſmus. | 

HusBanD. 

I hope, Sir, you endeavour then to keep 
off the Maraſmus, which I ſuppoſe is ſome- 
thing terrible. You'll pleaſe to call in the 
Evening. Sir, your Servant. ZEreunt. 


Tuus ended the learned Confulmions and 
Nobody will be ſo uncivil, as to value it at 
leſs than four Guineas, as it was all in the re- 
gular Way; now if my ridiculed Friend had 
given a Bottle of his Drops, &c. and cured 


[21 ] 
the Patient, he certainly muſt have been a 
raſcally Fellow, becauſe he cured her i; in the 
irregular Way, 


Ir we open our 3 we mall ſee two 
Thirds of thoſe regular Troops to conſiſt of 
Porter- Mortar- beaters Apothecariſed, Apo- 
thecaries Surgeoniſed, Surgeons Doctoriſed, 
Doctors Midwiferiſed, and indeed the whole 
of Doctor, Surgeon, *Pothecary, Man-mid- 
wife, Chymiſt, &c. frequently centered un- 
der the ſpacious Wig of a grubbing, pet- 
tifogging *Pothecary, who purges, ſlaſhes, 
gropes, poiſons, Sc. through the unmo- 
leſted Sanction of Regularity, and thereby 
ſpunging, fleecing, frightening, and annihi- 
lating Souls before their appointed Times. 
As this is the undeniable preſent State 
of Phyſic, good Mr. Letter Writer, do not 
bear too hard upon my Friend Dr. WES 
SELS, Who never was in the Lift of thoſe 
afore-mentioned worthy Regulars, but ſuffer 
him, to live and vend his Drops, till you can 
prove they are obnoxious or unſalutary for 
the Purpoſes he recommends them, or at leaſt 
till any better Medicine diſtinguiſhes itſelf, or 
_ elſe ſome People may look upon you as a 
trifling (or what is ſometimes called) a ſhitten 

Fellow, 
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Fellow, who durſt not ſign his Name to what 
he writes for fear of his Bones. Now, Sir, you 
may chew upon what I ſay; but if you pleaſe, 
you will find I am no running Frenchman, and 
ſhould your Genius turn in Pen- fighting (which 


may be the ſafeſt for you) I muſt tell you, 1 
| have provided a few Reams, which are devoted 


to your Service, and ſhall not hire the Brains 


of Grub-ſtreet to aſſiſt me; for as I eſteem 
Meaning to be ſufficient and preferable to Ele- 
gance of Stile, I ſhall piſs upon all Criticiſms 
you may be pleaſed to beſtow on the Inaccu- 
racy of my Writing; and as to that gentle 
Son of BELZEBZVUB, Mr. Critical Review, he 
is very welcome to criticiſe, ſcrutiniſe, mora- 
liſe, or ſacrifice any thing contained, or that 


may hereafter be contained, in any wile not- 


withſtanding, 


I 8HALL now take my Leave of you, Mr, 
Letter Writer (though not in the French Way) 
becauſe I will firſt give you à Hint and a little 
Advice; though you may be too corrupt per- 
haps to take it, as it is the Remark not only 
of myſelf, but thoſe of reputed Judgment, 
that of all Profeſſions, where Men pretend to 
polite Education, and call themſelves Gentle- 
men, there is no one Set ſo remarkably diſ- 

_ tinguiſhed 
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tinguiſhed for mean, dirty, fcandalous, and 
pitiful Behaviour to one another, as the whole 
Tribe of the Sons of Phyſic, where every- 
trifling Opportunity is catch'd at to depre- 
ciate, expoſe, condemn, and injure Indivi- 
duals; Lying, Whiſpering, Shrugging, and 
every baſe Art is made uſe of, openly or ſe- 
cretly, to hurt, falſly ſuppoſing the nefarious 
Practiſers of ſuch Abominations can thereby 
raiſe their own Credit by the Deſtruction of 
their Brother's, But what Concluſion will a 
ſenſible Man draw from it? why, that ye are 
all a Pack of impoſing, fawning, cheating, 
ſtarving, beggarly ———, who cannot live 
by your Calling, but are forced. to do any 
dirty Work to get Bread, being like Locuſts, 
ready to eat up one another; even the well- 
plumed Wig and furbiſhed Chariot with lan- 
guid Steeds, are not ſufficient to hide the Diſ- 
treſs and Farce that prevails among you, 
which ſerves in the End to throw Ridicule 
and Contempt on the whole Faculty, and that 
once divinely revered Profeſſion Phyſic, and 
makes Mankind rather ſuffer the Pains and In- 
conveniencies of ill Health, and be their own 
Directors, than have dealing with a Set of Men 
miſtruſted in their Skill, Integrity, Humanity, 
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Sc. Let me therefore adviſe you to conlides . 
the Premiſes, and for the future ſconr.your- 
ſelyes from the Filthineſs of your Ways, chat 
ye may recover your ſinking Fame, and be 
like the Babes of Grace, cheriſhing, loving, | 
and. aſſiſting one another, I recommend, it 
with Tears in my Eyes, while I, ae 
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